An Roinn Fiontar,
Tradala agus Fostaiochta
Department of Enterprise,
Trade and Employment

Our Ref: PQ 17862/25

23" April 2025

Mr. Eoin Hayes T.D.
Diil Eireann
Leinster House
Kildare Street
Dublin 2

Dear Eoin,

I refer to Parliamentary Question 17862/25 (copied below) originally for answer on 9" April,
and where I indicated that additional time was needed for the Companies Registration Office
(CRO) to compile the requested information.

“To ask the Minister for Enterprise; Trade and Employment to provide information on the gross and net
business closures across the State on a quarterly basis from 2019 to 2024 or for whichever interval is closest
with the data available to his Department; and if he will make a statement on the matter.”

At the outset, I should clarify that the information available to my Department relates to
companies registered with the Companies Registration Office (CRO). This does not include
businesses operating as sole traders or unincorporated entities.

Businesses can close for a variety of reasons and the information available to the CRO relates
to filings of those companies who wish to be voluntarily struck off the companies register and
those notifying the CRO when entering liquidation. Voluntary strike-off is available where a
company either ceases to trade, or has never traded, has no assets in excess of €150 and has
no outstanding creditors. It should be noted that liquidation cover situations where a company
may be solvent, and pursue a Members’ Voluntary liquidation, or insolvent and is subject to a
Creditors’ voluntary liquidation or a Court ordered liquidation.
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The data provided by the CRO in relation to your question is set out in the Appendix to this
letter.

I hope this information is of assistance to you.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Burke, T.D.

Minister for Enterprise, Tourism and Employment



Appendix

. Voluntary Total Net change (+/-)
Incorporations . L
strike-offs Liquidations

2019

Q1 6,408 1,318 811 +4,279

Q2 5,714 1,371 750 +3,593

Q3 5,262 1,531 971 +2,760

Q4 5,326 1,685 981 +2,660
2020

Q1 5,855 1,690 652 +3,513

Q2 3,978 0* 645 +3,333

Q3 5,477 1,588 880 +3,009

Q4 6,564 1,940 901 +3,723
2021

Q1 6,299 1,751 890 +3,658

Q2 7,549 1,966 747 +4,836

Q3 5,667 1,689 698 +3,280

Q4 5,971 1,641 848 +3,482
2022

Q1 5,540 1,797 682 +3,061

Q2 5,524 1,568 683 +3,273

Q3 4,995 1,522 816 +2,657

Q4 5,379 1,568 932 +2,879
2023

Q1 6,059 1,705 820 +3,534

Q2 6,136 1,491 818 +3,827

Qs 5,366 1,594 938 +2,834

Q4 5,255 1,340 1,110 +2,805
2024

Q1 6,059 1,752 1,152 +3,155

Q2 6,136 1,887 961 +3,288

Q3 5,758 1,652 1,051 +3,055

Q4 5,699 1,446 1,269 +2,984

* voluntary strike off was suspended for a period in 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic




